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IMMAGINEARTE
promotes and organizes 

the 7th edition of the International Art Prize  
for Poetry, Poetry in a foreign language, Vernacular, Haiku, Painting and Photography

La Couleur d’un Poème

initiative in support of minors victims of violence, in favor of the Association

“IL GIARDINO SEGRETO ”

This cultural event was conceived with the intent to promote contemporary poetry both in
Italian  and  other  languages,  expressing  the  beauty  of  nature  and  the  universe  in  17
syllables  (which  the  ancient  Japanese  masters  called  haiku)  and  creative  inspiration
expressed through photography and painting. Strongly desired by the president of the
Maria Grazia Vai Award, the initiative of this seventh edition is also dedicated and aimed
at supporting an important social project in favor of minors victims of violence: The Secret
Garden.  The  association  was  born  in  2015  from  the  observation  of  how  widespread
violence against children and adolescents is within the family. The experience on femicide
tells us of children whose mother is killed, sometimes even before their eyes, often in a
bloody and premeditated way; he tells us of an unscrupulous and unreasonable violence,
an end in itself that has forced these children to years of abuse. The death of the mother,
sometimes in front of their eyes, is often the epilogue of a pain that has its roots in very
early childhood, of abuse, direct and / or indirect that ends only with the killing of their
mother, but leaving deep marks. . The Secret Garden was created to help these children,
and all those who care for them, invisible victims of femicide. We would like to be able to
restore to these children that enchantment and protection that no child should ever be
deprived of. We want to make these children visible and reduce the differences between
them and everyone else. There are no reliable data on these children. After a brief mention
of  their  existence  by  the  media,  at  the  time  of  the  killing  of  their  mother,  no  one  is
concerned anymore with them and with the family members called to care for them. Only
in January 2018 did Parliament approve law no. 4 on the so-called "orphans" of domestic
crimes:  the provision presents  some critical  issues,  but it  is  certainly a beginning.  The
Secret Garden was born even before this law with the idea, perhaps visionary, of being
able to contribute, albeit to a small extent, to realizing the principles of law enshrined in
the New York Convention on the rights of the child, the equality of all children and their
right to a healthy growth free from any form of prejudice. We want to create a human
chain of solidarity, which acts with seriousness, professionalism and love, as long as the
regulatory gaps that still prevent the full realization of these principles are not filled.

Exceptional godmother of the event is Simona Carboni, poet and social worker 



1) The competition is divided into 6 sections:  

Sec. A - Poetry in Italian
Sec. B – Photography memorial Letizia Battaglia
Sec. C - Haiku
Sec. D - Painting  
Sec. E - Vernacular
Sec. F - Poetry in a foreign language

2) Please, send your contribution to  :    premiolacouleur@gmail.com attaching a copy of 
the payment for your participation as follows:

section A - C - E - F ) Poetry in Italian, haiku, vernacular, Poetry in a foreign language

Your work, both published and unpublished, should be attached in Word format (no pdf, no jpeg),
complete  with  the  author's  data  (name,  address,  telephone  number,  email  and  the  following
statement "I declare that the works are the result of my personal talent and I authorize the use of
my personal data pursuant to Article 13 of Legislative Decree 196/2003") 

section B) black and white photo

Submission  or  work  should  be  in  high  resolution  black  and  white  photo  format  (jpeg)  and
accompanied by the title. In the body of the email, or attached document, enter the data of the
author (name, address, telephone number, email and the following statement "I declare that the
works are the result of my personal talent and I authorize the use of my personal data pursuant to
Article 13 of Legislative Decree 196/2003") 

section D) painting 

Please send the photographic image of the work in high resolution jpeg format accompanied by a
brief description including the title, size and technique used. In the body of the email, or attached
document, enter the data of the author (name, address, telephone number, email and the following
statement "I declare that the works are the result of my personal talent and I authorize the use of
my personal data pursuant to Article 13 of Legislative Decree 196/2003")

3) You can participate with a maximum of:  
section A) 5 poems of maximum 30 free-theme verses 

section B) 3 free theme black-and-white photographs 

section C) 5 haiku 

section D) 5 free themed works 

section E) 3 poems of maximum 30 free-theme verses with translation in italian

section F) 3 poems of maximum 30 free-theme verses with translation in italian

4) Participation  :   it is possible to participate in several sections at the same time; for each section
the  payment of  € 10,00 must be paid by bank transfer  IBAN:  IT39S3608105138280923480944
BIC/SWIFT PPAYITR1XXX - POSTEPAY S.P.A. registered to Maria Grazia Vai. Reason: National
Art Prize (name of the participant, section) and send a copy of the bank transfer together with
the work. Participation in the section in a foreign language is free for authors residing
outside the European community.



5) The deadline   for sending work is before midnight of December 31, 2022

6) Works   that present racist, denigrating, pornographic, blasphemous elements or incitement to

any kind of hatred, violence and discrimination will not be accepted.

7) The Jury Commission    is composed of national and international artists and writers:

Literary section

POETRY
President of the jury: Virginia Murru, poet, reviewer, journalist
Irma Kurti,  poet, writer, lyricist, journalist and translator
Flavio Provini, poet

VERNACULAR
President of the jury: Stefano Baldinu, poet
Patrizia Stefanelli, poet, director, cultural operator
Salvatore Pintore, poet

HAIKU
President of the jury: Eufemia Griffo: poet, haijin, writer, revewier, editor;
Valentina Meloni: haijin, poet, editor
Nazarena Rampini: poet, haijin

POETRY IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
President  of  the  jury:  Ute  Margarete  Saine,  poet,  mother-tongue  German,  editor  at
CaliforniaQuarterly, translator in 5 languages, reviewer
Laura Klemm, poet, teacher, translator
Rita Stanzione, poet

Art Section

PAINTING
President of the section: Carlo Cordua, master of art 

PHOTOGRAPHY
President of section: Nicola Calì,Vogue accredited photographer



8) Award

- Special Prize Presidency: plaque, honourable mention and videopoetry realization

- Special Prize “The Secret Garden”: plaque, honourable mention

- Sec. A - Poetry Section:

1st place: award plaque, videopoetry realization and free publication of a 60 poem collection. The 
author will be entitled to 50 free books. The cover of the book will feature an image by the painter 
Carlo Cordua
from 2nd to 3rd classified:  plaque and honourable mention
from 4th to 10th classified: honourable and merit mention with medal

- Sec. B - Photography Section:

1st place: personalized plaque with reproduction of the winning work
from 2nd to 3rd classified:  plaque and honourable mention
from 4th to 10th classified: honourable and merit mention with medal

- Sec. C - Haiku section:

1st place: plaque, videopoetry realization and free publication of a 100 haiku silloge. The author
will be entitled to 50 free books. The cover of the book will be made, with kind permission, with an
image of the painter Carlo Cordua
from 2nd to 3rd classified: plaque and honourable mention 
4th to 10th classified: Honourable and merit mention with medal

- Sec. D - Painting

1st place: plaque, critical comment by Maestro Salvo; in addition, the absolute winning image of 
the competition will be published on the cover of the artistic-poetic anthology which will collect 
the most beautiful works of the competition; 
from 2nd to 3rd classified: plaque and honourable mention
from 4th to 10th classified: honourable and merit mention with medal

- Sec. E - Vernacular section

1st place: plaque, critical comment and check of € 100,00
from 2nd to 3rd classified:  plaque and honourable mention
from 4th to 10th classified: honourable and merit mention with medal

- Sec. F - Poetry in a foreign language

1st  place:  plaque,  parchment  videopoetry  creation  and  publication  of  the  work  on
CaliforniaQuarterly
from 2nd to 3rd classified: plaque and publication of the work on CaliforniaQuarterly
from 4th to 10th classified: honourable and merit mention with medal

- The Presidency of the Prize reserves the right to establish further Special Prizes also in the
Visual Arts sections (photography and painting) according to the quality of the works received.



9) The ranking of the winners   will be communicated via email and telephone only to the
finalists and winners and published on the prize website in the Albo D'oro section and on the
social page 

10) The best  poetic  and photographic  works  ,  together  with  the  10  final  pictorial
images will be published in an artistic volume "La couleur d'un poème" which will be widely
publicised and distributed. The anthology must be pre-ordered with an anticipated payment of
€ 10,00 and will be presented and delivered during the award ceremony. 50% of the proceeds
from the anthology sales will be donated to  The Secret Garden at supporting an important
social project in favor of minors victims of violence

11) The award ceremony   will take place in Milan (Italy), in a prestigious location, of May
2023. More details will be made known to all the participants by e-mail or through the award
site and the social page 

12) All the participants are invited to the award ceremony  . In cases where this is
not possible, prizes and anthologies can be sent, with the cost of shipping being borne by the
recipient. Cash prizes will not be sent.

13) Participation   implies acceptance of all of the competition rules.

Milan, 2022/07/17
President of the Award

Maria Grazia Vai 

premiolacouleur@gmail.com  
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